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PROPOSED EXAMINER AMENDMENTS 

1 « (Currently Amended) A method for efficiently transporting digital files over a peer-to- 
peer network comprising at least one server node and multiple client nodes, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

a. when a digital file is to be transferred over the peer-to-peer n etwork from a 
sending node to a receiving node* allowing other nodes to submit bids to transport the 
digital file over the peer-to-peer network for a particular price; [[and]] 

b. allowin g a sender to specify a particular Quality of service for delivery of the 
digital file, the quality of service includ in g immediate delivery and scheduled delivery: 

a allowing the node with a lowest bid to transport the digital file to the receiving 
node, thereby optimizing network traffic based on economicsiiSKSi 

d. uploading the digital file from the sending nod e to the at least one server node: 

and 

e. delivering the digital file from the at least one server node when the receiving 
node comes online when the specified quality of service is immediate delivery and the 
receiving node is off-line. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 further including the step of paying a user of the 
transporting node the particular price. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2 further including the step of billing [[a]] 
the user of the sending node. 

4. (Canceled). 

r 5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[4]] 1 further including the step of setting 
' the price to transport the digital file based on the specified quality of service- specified , 

^ 6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 5 further including the step of if the 
specified quality of service is immediate delivery, then sending the digital file peer-to- 
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peer. 

7. (Canceled). 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 6 further including the step of if*e 
specified quality of scrvioo is och e dul e d dolivory, th e n queuing file transmission until a 
scheduled time when the specified quality of service is scheduled delivery . 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[4]] 1 further including the step of 
requiring the submitted bids to include price and the quality of service. 

10. (Currently Amended) A peer-to-peer network for efficiently transporting digital files, 
the peer-to-peer network including at looot one server no d e and multiple client nodeo 
coupled to tho notwork, th e n e twork farth er comprising: 

multiple client nodes coupled with the peer-to-peer network: and 
a server node coupled with the peer-to-peer network, wherein the server node is 
adapted to: 

means for allowing allow other nodes to submit bids to transport a digital 
file over the peer-to-peer network for a particular price when the digital file is to 
be transferred from a sending node to a receiving node; [[and]] 

allow a quality of service for delivery of the digital file to be specified, the 
quality of service includin g immedia te delivery and scheduled delivery: 

moans for allowing allow the node with a lowest bid to transport [[to]] the 
dipital file to the receiving node, thereby optimizing network traffic based on 
economics^ 

upload the digital file from the sending node: and 
deliver the digital file when the receiving node rAmaa rmlin e when the 
specified quality of service is immediate delivery and the receiving node is off- 
line. 
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11. (Currently Amended) The peer-to-peer n etwork of claim [[1]] 10 wherein a user of 
^ the transporting node is paid the particular price. 

12. (Currently Amended) The peer-to-peer n etwork of claim 1 1 wherein [[a]] the user of 
\ the sending node is billed. 

13. (Canceled). 



w 



14. (Currently Amended) The peer-to-peer networic of claim 10 [[13]] wherein the price 
to transport the digital file is determined based on the specified quality of service 
sp e cifi ed. 



15. (Currently Amended) The peer-to-peer n etwork of claim 14 wherein the digital file is 
^ sent to the peer-to-peer network if the specified quality of service is immediate delivery. 



16. (Canceled). 

17. (Currently Amended) The peer-to-peer n etwork of claim 15 wherein if the specified 
\^| quality of service is scheduled delivery, then the digital file is queued for transmission 

until a scheduled time. 



18. (Currently Amended) The peer-to-peer n etwork of claim 1 0 wherein the submitted 
bids include price and [[a]] Jhfi quality of service. 



^ 19. (Currently Amended) A method for efficiently transporting digital files comprising, 
a. providing a peer-to-peer network that includes at least one server node and 
multiple client nodes; 
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b. when a digital file is to be transferred over the peer-to-peer network from a 
sending node to a receiving node, allowing other nodes to submit bids to transport the 
digital file over the peer-to-peer network for a particular price; 

c. allowing a quality of service for delivery of the digital file to be sp ecified, the 
quality of service including immediate delivery and scheduled delivery; 

cl allowing the node with a lowest bid to transport [[to]] the digital file to the 
receiving node; [[and]] 

e. uploading the digital file from the sending node to the at least one server node: 

f. delivering the digital file from the at least one server node when the receiving 
node comes online when the specified quality of servic e is imme diate delivery and the 
receiving node is off-line: and 

g. [[A]] billing a user account of the sending node, and paying a user of the 
transporting node the particular price, thereby optimizing network traffic based on 
economics. 



20. (Canceled). 



2 1 . (Currently Amended) Hie method of claim [[20]] 19 further including the step of 
setting the price to transport the digital file based on the specified quality of service 
specified . 



22. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 21 further including the step of if the 
specified quality of service is immediate delivery, then sending the digital file peer-to- 
peer. 



23. (Canceled). 

24. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 22 [[23]] further including the step of if 
the specified quality of service is scheduled delivery, then queuing file transmission until 
a scheduled time. 
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25. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 24 further including the step of requiring 
the submitted bids to include price and [[a]] the quality of service. 

26* (Currently Amended) A peer-to-peer network for efficiently transporting digital files, 

the peer-to-peer n etwork including at least on e s e rv e r nod e and multipl e cli e nt nodes 

coupl e d to the network, the network further comprising: 

multiple client nodes coupled with the peer-to-peer network: and 

a server node coupled with the peer-to-peer network, wherein the server node is 

adapted to: 

means for allowing allow other nodes to submit bids to transport [[a]] the 
digital file over the peer-to-peer n etwork for a particular price when the digital 
file is to be transferred over the peer-to-peer n etwork from a sending node to a 
receiving node; 

allow a quality of service for delivery of the digital file to be specified, the 
quality of service including immediate delivery and scheduled delivery: 

moana for allowing allow the node with a lowest bid to transport [[to]] the 
digital file to the receiving node; [[and]] 

upload the digfari file from the ggpffpg nQ<ta 

deliver the digital file when the receivi'nfl node comes online when the 
specified quality of service is immediate delivery and the receiving node is off- 
line; and 

means for - billing bill a user account of the sending node, and paying a 
user of the transporting node the particular price, thereby optimizing network 
traffic based on economics. 

27. (Canceled). 

28. (Currently Amended) The peer-to-peer n etwork of claim [[27]] 26 wherein the price 
to transport the digital file is determined based on the specified quality of service 
sp e cifi e d . 
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29. (Cuirently Amended) The peer-to-peer n etwork of claim 28 wherein the digital file is 
sent peer-to-peer if the specified quality of service is immediate delivery. 

30. (Canceled). 

31 . (Currently Amended) The peer-to-peer n etwork of claim [[30]] 29 wherein if the 
specified quality of service is schedu 
transmission until a scheduled time, 



1^ specified quality of service is scheduled delivery, then the digital file is queued for 



32, (Currently Amended) The peer-to-peer network of claim 3 1 wherein the submitted 
bids include price and the quality of service, 

33-44, (Canceled). 



f 45 . (Currently Amended) A peer-to-peer network for efficiently transporting digital 
^ files, the peer-to-peer n etwork including at least one server node and multiple client 

nodes coupled to the peer-to-peer network, the peer-to-peer n etwork further comprising: 

other nodes adapted to submit bids to transport a digital file over the peer-to-peer 
network for a particular price when the digital file is to be transferred from a sending 
node to a receiving nod e, wherein a quality of service for delivery is specified where the 
quality of service includes immediate delivery and scheduled delivery : and 

wherein one node of the other nodes with a lowest bid to transport the digital file 
to the receiving node is selected to transport the digital file, thereby optimizing network 
traffic based on economics where the digital file is uploaded from the sending node to the 
at least one server node and the digital file is delivered from the at least one server node 
when the receiving node comes online when the specified quality of service is immediate 
delivery and the receiving node is off-line . 

46. (Currently Amended) A peer-to-peer network for efficiently transporting digital 
j£ files, the peer-to-peer n etwork including at least one server node and multiple client 
^ nodes coupled to the peer-to-peer n etwork, the peer-to-peer n etwork further comprising; 
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other nodes adapted to submit bids to transport a digital file over the peer-to-peer 
network for a particular price when the digital file is to be transferred over the peer-to- 
peer n etwork from a sending node to a receiving nod e, wherein a quality of service for 
delivery is specified where the quality of service in c1y4ffi imm ediate delivery and 
pctofol^ delivery; 

one of the other nodes being selected based on the one of the other nodes having a 
lowest bid to transport [[to]] the digital file to the receiving nod e, where the digital file is 
uploaded from the sending node to the at least one server node and the digital file is 
delivered from the at least one server node when the receiving node comes online when 
the specified quality of service is immediate delivery and the receiving node is off-line: 
and 

the one of the other nodes selected to transport the digital file is further adapted to 
bill a user account of the sending node, such that a user of the transporting node is paid 
the particular price, thereby optimizing network traffic based on economics. 
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